SPR10150P00050US 
PATENT 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1. [Currently Amended] A method for searching a plurality of machine-readable 
information sources, said method comprising the steps of: 

mapping a search string to a plurality of search terms, wherein each said search 
term is a preferred term for searching r e lates to at least one of said plurality of machine- 
readable information sources; 

indicating which at l e ast one of said plurality of machine-readable information 
sources that each of said search terms is a preferred term fo r term rolate s4e: and 

searching at least one of said indicated machine-readable information sources using 
s e l e ct e d on e s of said search terms respective preferred search terms. 

2. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 1 , comprising the further steps of: 
receiving said initial search term string from a user; 

displaying, to said user, which of said plurality of machine-readable information 
sources each of said search terms is a preferred term for; and 
providing a result of said search to said user. 

3. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 2, wherein said step of indicating 
comprises one or mor e of the steps in the group of st e ps consisting of the step of: 

indicating to said user which of said plurality of machine r e adabl e information 
sourc e s each of said s e arch terms relates to; and 
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indicating displaying, to said user a a reference to at least one vocabulary of terms 
each said search term is included i n, wh e rein e ach vocabulary relates to ono of said 
information sourc e s . 

4. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 32, comprising the further step of 
enabling said user to select and de-select ones of said plurality o f machin e r e adable 
information sourc e s whereon search terms with which said searching step is performed. 

5. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 32, comprising the further step of 
enabling said user to replace ones of said plurality of search terms with user-selected 
replacement search terms. 

6. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 22, comprising the further step of 
enabling said user to add further search terms to said plurality of search terms. 

7. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 1, wherein each of said plurality of 
search terms is selected from a vocabulary of preferred search terms us e d in a r e lat e d one 
ef for searching at least one of said plurality of machine-readable information sources. 

8. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 1, wherein each of said plurality of 
search terms are selected from a meta-vocabulary comprising a list of terms included in a 
plurality of vocabularies of search terms that are preferred terms for searching respective 
ones of said plurality of machine-readable information sources . 
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9. (original) The method of claim 1 5 wherein said plurality of machine-readable 
information sources comprise medical databases. 

1 0. [Currently Amended] The method of claim 1 , whoroin said mapping stop is 
performed onc e only for s e arching a particular s e arch string, comprising the further step 
o£ 

searching at least one further machine-readable information source of said plurality 
of machine-readable information sources using one or more preferred search terms for 
searching said at least one further machine-readable information source: 

wherein: 

said one or more preferred search terms comprise search terms resulting from said 
ma pping step: and 

said at least one further machine-readable information source is searched without 
performing a further mapping step. 

11. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said search string comprises a plurality of 
terms and said step of mapping comprises the step of mapping each of said plurality of 
terms to a plurality of synonyms. 
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12. [Currently Amended] An apparatus for searching a plurality of machine-readable 
information sources, said apparatus comprising: 

a communications interface for transmitting and receiving data; 

a memory unit for storing data and instructions to be performed by a processing unit; 

and 

a processing unit coupled to said communications unit and said memory unit, said 
processing unit pro grammed to : 

map a search string to a plurality of search terms, wherein each said search term 
r e lates to is a preferred term for searching at least one of said plurality of machine- 
readable information sources; 

output an indication of which at l e ast on e of said plurality of machine-readable 
information sources feat each of said search t e rm relates to terms is a preferred term for ; 
and 

search at least one of said indicated machine-readable information sources using 
selected on e s of said respective preferred search terms. 

13. [Currently Amended] The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said processing unit is 
further programmed to receive said search string from a user and to output a result of said 
s e arch to said use r, which of said plurality of machine-readable information sources each 
of said search terms is a preferred term for . 
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14. [Currently Amended] The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said processing unit is 
programmed to p e rform one or mor e instructions from the group of instructions 
consisting of: 

indicate which of said plurality of machine readable information sources e ach of 
said search terms relat e s to; and 

indicate output a reference to at least one vocabulary of terms each said search term 
is included i n, wh e rein e ach vocabulary r e lates to at l e ast one of said machine r e adabl e 
information sources . 

15. [Currently Amended] The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said processing unit is 
further programmed to enable selection and de-selection of ones of said plurality of 
machine - r e adabl e information sources search terms with which wh e r e on said searching is 
performed. 

16. (original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said processing unit is further 
programmed to enable user replacement of ones of said search terms with replacement 
search terms. 

17. (original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said processing unit is further 
programmed to enable further search terms to be added to said plurality of search terms. 

18. [Currently Amended] The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said processing unit is 
programmed to select each of said search terms from a vocabulary of search terms that 
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are preferred terms for searching at least one of used in a r e lated one of said plurality of 
machine-readable information sources. 

19. [Currently Amended] The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said processing unit is 
programmed to select each of said search terms from a meta-vocabulary comprising a list 
of terms included in a plurality of vocabularies of search terms that are preferred terms 
for searching respective ones of said machine-readable information sources . 

20. (original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said plurality of machine-readable 
information sources comprise medical databases. 

2 1 . [Currently Amended] The apparatus of claim 12, wh e rein said initial s e arch term is 
mapped once only for s e arching a particular search string, wherein said processing unit is 
further programmed to search at least one further machine-readable information source of 
said plurality of machine-readable information sources using one or more preferred 
search terms for searching said at least one further machine-readable information source; 

wherein: 

said one or more preferred search terms comprise search terms resulting from said 
mapping: and 

said at least one further machine-readable information source is searched without 
performing further mapping. 
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22. (original) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein said search string comprises a 
plurality of terms and said processing unit is further programmed to map each of said 
plurality of terms to a plurality of synonyms. 
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23. [Currently Amended] A computer program product comprising a computer 
readable medium having a computer program recorded therein for searching a plurality of 
machine-readable information sources, said computer program product comprising: 

computer program code for mapping a search string to a plurality of search terms, 
wherein each said search term is a preferred term for searching r e lat e s to at least one of 
said plurality of machine-readable information sources; 

computer program code for outputting an indication of at least ono which of said 
plurality of machine-readable information sources that each of said search term relates to 
terms is a preferred term for : and 

computer program code for searching at least one of said indicated machine- 
readable information sources using s e l e ct e d on e s of said respective preferred search 
terms. 

24. [Currently Amended] The computer program product of claim 23, further 
comprisingi 

computer program code for enabling a user to submit said initial search tern* 
string y; and 

computer program code for outputting, to said user, which of said plurality of 
machine-readable information sources each of said search terms is a preferred term for . 

25. [Currently Amended] The computer program product of claim 23, wherein said 
computer program code for outputting comprises one or more comput e r program cod e 
sel e ct e d from the group of computer program cod e consisting of: 
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computer program cod e for indicating which of said plurality of machine readable 
information sources e ach of said search t e rms relates to; and 

computer program code for indicating outputting a reference to at least one 
vocabulary of terms each said search term is included in , wherein each vocabulary relates 
to at l e ast one of said machin e readable information sourc e s . 

26. [Currently Amended] The computer program product of claim 23, further 
comprising computer program code for enabling selection and de-selection of ones of 
said plurality of machin e r e adable information sources whereon search terms with which 
said searching is performed. 

27. [Currently Amended] The computer program product of claim 23, further 
comprising computer program code for enabling replacement of ones of said search terms 
with replacement search terms. 

28. (original) The computer program product of claim 23, further comprising computer 
program code for enabling addition of further search terms to said plurality of search 
terms. 

29. [Currently Amended] The computer program product of claim 23, further 
comprising computer program code for selecting each of said plurality of search terms 
from a vocabulary of search terms us e d in a related that are preferred terms for searching 
at least one of said plurality of machine-readable information sources. 
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30. [Currently Amended] The computer program product of claim 23, further 
comprising computer program code for selecting said plurality of search terms from a 
meta-vocabulary comprising a list of terms included in a plurality of vocabularies of 
search terms that are preferred terms for searching respective ones of said plurality of 
machine-readable information sources . 

31. (original) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein said plurality of 
machine-readable information sources comprise medical databases. 

32. [Currently Amended] The computer program product of claim 23, wh e r e in said 
initial search term is mapped onc e only for s e arching a particular s e arch string, further 
comprising: 

computer program code for searching at least one further machine-readable 
information source of said plurality of machine-readable information sources using one 
or more preferred search terms for searching said at least one further machine-readable 
information source; 

wherein: 

said one or more preferred search terms comprise search terms resulting from said 
mapping step; and 

said at least one further machine-readable information source is searched without 
performing a further mapping step. 
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33. (original) The computer program product of claim 23, wherein said search string 
comprises a plurality of terms and said computer program code for mapping comprises 
computer program code for mapping each of said plurality of terms to a plurality of 
synonyms. 

34-36. Cancelled 
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